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Macbeth Auditions 

23rd & 27th November 

 

Macbeth audition details inside 
Drama Festival Update 

AGM retrospective 
Twelfth Night Quiz! 

YES OF COURSE! 

YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO ... 
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From the Chair 

 

Dates for your Diary … 
 

Wednesday 23rd November 7.45pm Auditions for Macbeth 

Sunday 27th November 10.30am Auditions for Macbeth 

Wednesday 7th December  Our next committee meeting 

 

 

 

The clocks have gone back, but the Society goes ever forward.   

As the summer memories recede and The Comedy of Errors becomes a 

pleasant (damp) memory, our thoughts turn to what lies in store. 

Auditions for Macbeth will be upon us very soon indeed, and you will find 

everything you need to know in the following pages. 
 

John Turnbull is putting together a team to mount a musical event for 

March and April, and for January, I will be trying to construct a Twelfth 

Night Quiz that will prove challenging but accessible to those attending, 

with support, hopefully, from other theatre groups with whom we are in 

contact. 

The Society is run by its members for its 

members and it is my earnest hope that you will 

want to give your Society your full support in the 

months ahead. 
 

All the best, Colin 

 

Twelfth Night Quiz! 

Saturday 7th January 

Otford Village Hall 

7.45 start - be there! 
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Macbeth auditions 
Wednesday 23rd November 7.45pm 

Sunday 27th November 10.30am 
Otford Village Hall 

Expected playing dates: 10 performances from  

Thursday 29th June to Sunday 16th July 

Venues include The White Rock Inn, Underriver &  

St Briavels Castle, Gloucestershire 

 

   

From the director ...  

In recognition of Macbeth’s repelling of a foreign invasion, King Duncan rewards 
him with the title Thane of Cawdor.   Macbeth and fellow general, Banquo, have 

already heard of this promotion from three witches, who also tell them that 

Macbeth shall be King and Banquo shall father Kings.   From this auspicious start 

the play follows ambition, the death of a King, the suspicions and the eventual 

downfall of Macbeth. 

 

I hate giving playing ages but there are some rough guidelines.  However if you 

want to go for a part please come along and try.  I ask you to read the play, so 

you know what you want to audition for.  Obviously Macbeth has the most lines 

but I will be making some cuts in the play as a whole.  It will be a small cast with 

doubling and tripling, and at times I will use all cast as a sort of chorus, so really 

there are no small parts. 

 

This is a wonderful play, my favourite Shakespeare, his most powerful 

dramatisation of murder.  The tragedy lies not only in Macbeth and his wife's 

killing of Duncan, Banquo and Macduff's family, but also that they destroy 

themselves in the process. 
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Gentlemen 
Macbeth, a general, 40  
 

Duncan, King of Scotland, a model of a virtuous benevolent, far-sighted ruler, 60/70  

His sons: 

Malcolm, elder son,  He appears weak and uncertain of his own power but takes 

over the throne once Macbeth is killed 

Donalbain, younger 
 

Banquo, a general.  Like Macbeth Banquo is ambitious but does not translate that to 

murder, 40       

Macduff,  a nobleman who is hostile to Macbeth’s kingship from the start and leads 
a crusade to replace him, 40/50 
 

Lennox, nobleman of Scotland 

Ross, nobleman of Scotland  

An English Doctor, any age  

A Scottish Doctor, could be a woman, any age 

An old Man  

Porter, the drunken doorman/woman of Macbeth’s castle, any age 
 

Ladies 
Lady Macbeth, 40ish 
 

1st Witch, older, 60,  2nd Witch, middle, 40/50,  3rd Witch, younger, 20/30 

Three ‘ Black and midnight hags”. They clearly take a perverse delight in using their 
knowledge of the future to destroy humans. 
 

Donalbain, younger son of Duncan 

Fleance, son of Banquo who survives Macbeth’s attempt to murder him 

Boy, son of Macduff         

       

Lady Macduff, Macduff’s wife who is killed in her castle, 40  
A Porter, the drunken doorman/woman of Macbeth’s castle, any age 

Gentlewoman, 50 
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All other parts will be played by the cast.   Depending on who I get at audition 

Donalbain and the Porter may be male or female.   So I wish to perform this play with 

8/9 men and 7/8 women.    There will not be any set speeches however Macbeth and 

Lady Macbeth Act 1 Sc vii should be looked at. 
 

Rehearsals will start, very appropriately, on 23rd April, and continue on Monday and 

Thursday evenings, and Sunday mornings. 
 

If for any reason you cannot make the auditions and need to make a different audition 

date, or if there's anything you wish to know, please call or email me. 

Sandra Barfield   

sandrapbarfield@gmail.com  mobile 07973 657311 

AGM and Summer Barbecue 
 

The Society’s AGM and Barbecue were held on a fine day in September with a goodly 
attendance, though rather greater for the Barbecue than for the meeting! The Chairman 

looked back over the challenges and successes of the previous year, and the Treasurer 

reported that in spite of audiences being deterred by bad weather The Comedy of Errors 

looked like showing a small surplus. 

Thanks were paid to AUDREY FRANKS and KAREN NOTT who had stood down from 

the Committee after many years, and presents were given later in appreciation of their 

service. SANDIE PETERS was unanimously elected to the Committee, and NICK PAGE 

unanimously re-elected. It was decided to leave the remaining committee position unfilled 

for the time being. 

The business swiftly concluded, numbers swelled for an afternoon of mirth and merriment 

at the Barbecue in my garden, which provided a convivial setting for the President’s 
Address and an outline from our new Director SANDRA BARFIELD of her innovative 

ideas for next summer’s production of Macbeth.  There were guided tours of our new 

storage shed – “The Porpentine”. Many thanks are due to PHIL NEWTON, COLIN 
HILL and CHRIS WILLIS for helping to set the scene, and especially to JULIAN AGNEW 

who did all the shopping and most of the cooking! 

No gazebos were harmed in the course of this event... 

 John Turnbull 

mailto:sandrapbarfield@gmail.com
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The Bard with a Beat 
Our proposed entry into the Sevenoaks Drama Festival 

Planning continues for our exciting Shakespeare in Song project. There has 

been a lot of interest, so the performance dates to KEEP FREE are: 
 

Saturday March 11th 2017 –  at the Plaza suite, Stag Theatre, 

Sevenoaks - up to 40-minute version as our contribution to Sevenoaks 

District Drama Festival. Evening performance, 1-hour afternoon 

rehearsal. 
 

Saturday April 22nd 2017 – expanded version to celebrate 

Shakespeare’s birthday and the Society’s 20th anniversary. Evening 

performance, probably afternoon rehearsal, venue TBC.  
 

The plan is for a mix of ensemble, smaller group, duet and solo singing. The 

selection from the vast range of available material will be made after discussions 

with the Musical Director and firm commitments/availability of the participants. 

Those who have so far expressed a strong interest/commitment include: Karen 

Friett, Matt Friett, Chris Cole, Penny Walshe, Janey Carden, Phil Newton, Jo 

Groves, Brenda Mullinger, Claire Kingshott, Julian Agnew, Emma Kerby-Evans, 

Annabel Turnbull (April only) Colin Hill (April only) Nick Page 

(reader/compere). 
 

And we can accommodate more! So if you would like to Sing Something 

Shakespeare, please contact John Turnbull john@turnbull3321.freeserve.co.uk 

01959 522716 (mob 07751 030288). 
 

Some have already helpfully given notice of their availability for rehearsals from 

February onwards. Finding dates will be complicated, so please let John know 

asap of any unmovable prior commitments for that period.   


